Blue Pathway Framework Communication
Step 1 
Expressive Communication
Changes breathing pattern in response to a stimulus
Produces sounds in response to a stimulus
Uses facial expressions or gestures in response to a stimulus
Moves body during intensive interaction
Vocalises during intensive interaction
Uses touch during intensive interaction
Receptive Communication
Reacts during call-and-response interactions
Shows awareness of being imitated (e.g. pauses, changes behaviour)
Shifts gaze from an adult to an object when presented with an item
Anticipates a familiar stimulus (e.g. changes in posture, expression, or vocalisation)
Emerging Reading
Tunes into and attends to sounds in sensory experiences.
• Experiences rhythm in stories and names.
• Experiences body percussion.
• Actively listens and/or looks
• Shares space with an adult who is reading a story.
• Recognises the reading experience and responds positively
Emerging Writing
Tolerates hand under hand support to make large marks in dry textures
• Tolerates hand under hand support to make large marks in semi wet textures
• Tolerates hand under hand support to make large marks in wet textures





Step 2 
Expressive Communication
Changes facial expression to greet a familiar person
Smiles or displays a positive facial expression when greeting familiar people
Reaches out towards familiar people to greet
Uses gesture to indicate “stop”
Uses gesture to request an object
Uses gesture to request a person
Receptive Communication
Responds during call-and-response interactions
Anticipates an event when presented with a personal object of reference
Anticipates the start or end of an activity using a music or object cue
Follows a single-word instruction with gesture, sign, or visual support
Emerging Reading
Makes a choice of story stimuli or text 
Eye points or sustains looking to communicate an interest
• Sustains brief attention for parts of a story
• Turns the pages of the book with physical prompt
• Make links between sounds and their source (real or visual)
Emerging Writing
• Makes large marks in dry textures using hand with physical prompt
• Makes large marks in semi wet textures using hand with physical prompt
• Makes large marks in wet textures using hand with physical prompt

















· Step 3 

· Expressive Communication
• Makes a sound or movement and wait for staff to repeat it
• Is proactive in call and response
• Sustains a two way verbal exchange of sounds pausing for response each time
• Initiates interaction through touch, gesture or vocalising
• Shows they want to extend an interaction
• Shows they want more through consistent means (e.g. specific sound, gesture, switch, sign)

· Receptive Communication
• Chooses between two items where a preferred item is present
• Chooses between three items where a preferred item is present
• Chooses between three non- preferred items
• Shows realisation of familiar activity from combined symbol and object cue

· Emerging Reading
· • Turns the pages of the book with gestural prompt
• Responds with recognition of a familiar TOBI
• Responds with recognition to a familiar photo
• Chooses using two or more familiar photos
• Responds with recognition to a familiar symbol
• Sustains attention for parts of a story
• Matches sounds with corresponding objects

· Emerging Writing
· Makes large marks in dry textures
· Makes large marks in semi wet textures
· Makes large marks with an object
· Makes large marks in wet textures with gestural prompt














· Step 4 

· Expressive Communication
• Communicates finished through consistent means (e.g. specific sound, gesture, switch, sign)
• Requests a want or need by reaching for or picking up a personal Object of reference
• Communicates they want more by using more and finished switches, symbols or positional cues
• Communicates they want to finish by using more and finished switches, symbols or positional cues
• Communicates yes by using yes and no switches, symbols or positional cues
• Communicates no by using yes and no switches, symbols or positional cues

· Receptive Communication
· Points or looks at a known object in response to “where is the...”
· Follows a single word instruction with sign or visual only
· Shows understanding of familiar single words with gestural cue e.g. ‘sit’, ‘finished’, ‘outside’
· Responds to a single word instruction with no cues except the word
· Shows realisation of familiar activity from daily used symbol

· Emerging Reading
• Chooses using 3 or more familiar photos
• Chooses using 3 or more less familiar photos
• Chooses using 3 or more familiar symbols
• Turns the pages of the book independently
• Show a clear favourite text over time.
• Anticipates familiar events within a story (e.g. through movement, vocalisation, or gaze)

· Emerging Writing
· Makes large marks in wet textures
· Makes random marks with a brush or pen/pencil with physical support
· Makes random marks with a brush or pen/pencil independently






