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Step 1
Expressive Communication
· Communicates wants or needs effectively using speech or AAC 
· Describes and comments in words or phrases, using speech or AAC 
· Uses some verbs or prepositions, e.g. put coat on, do up zip, go on trampoline 

Receptive Communication
· Attends to an adult when their name is said 
· Understands ‘where’ questions 
· Can follow instructions containing three information carrying words 
Reading
· Enjoys listening to adults read familiar stories or rhymes 
· Says the sounds for all single phonemes 
· Blends 2 or 3 phoneme words 
· Matches words to pictures 
· Can read some phase 2 high frequency words by sight 
Writing
· Identifies the initial sound of a word and records this 
· Writes some letters or words of personal significance – e.g. their name 
· Uses colourful semantics prompts to create their own sentences to Level 2 (who, what doing) 

Step 2
Expressive Communication
· Communicates ideas and knowledge using speech or AAC 
· Describes what they can see in sentences, using speech or AAC 
· Answers questions by selecting from a choice of answers 
Receptive Communication
· Understands ‘what’ questions 
· Can follow instructions containing four information carrying words 
· Responds to action words by following simple instructions, e.g. show me jumping
Reading
· Orders key events from a story 
· Says the sounds for some digraphs and trigraphs 
· Reads short phrases or sentences and matches to pictures 
· Can read some phase 3 high frequency words by sight 
Writing
· Orally segments words containing 2 or 3 phonemes into their individual sounds and records these 
· Uses colourful semantics prompts to create their own sentences to Level 3 (who, what doing, what) 
· Begins to spell some high frequency or familiar words from memory 

Step 3
Expressive Communication
· Communicates in sentences with familiar people
· Asks questions to others 
· Spontaneously talks about a topic of interest to them 
· Begins to use some non-verbal skills to support their communication
· Speech is mostly grammatically correct 
Receptive Communication
· .Understands ‘who’ and ‘when’ questions 
· Can follow instructions containing five information carrying words 
· Listens to stories and can recall key facts 

Reading
· Says the sounds for all 44 phonemes and can match them to a corresponding grapheme
· Can read an increasing number of the first 100 high frequency words on sight 
· Reads and understand simple sentences 
· Describes or labels events, people or objects from a story 
· Retells a story they have read in a simple form 
Writing
· Segments words at phase 3 and 4 to spell them accurately 
· Uses colourful semantics prompts to create their own sentences to Level 4 (who, what doing, what, where) 
· Spells an increasing number of high frequency or familiar words from memory 


Step 4
Expressive Communication
· Communicates using compound sentences to link ideas or facts
· Uses language to share feelings, experiences and thoughts 
· Answers questions in class appropriately 
· Waits to talk when asked 
· Alters volume of voice when prompted 
· Uses the correct tense for the majority of the time 

Receptive Communication
· .Follows a group class input for 5 minutes 
· Understands ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions 
· Can shift attention from listening to doing, and back again 
· Listens to and responds to a question from a range of familiar people 
Reading
· Understands that there are alternative pronunciations for some graphemes, and begins to trial using a different pronunciation if their first attempt doesn’t sound right
· Reads most of the first 100 high frequency words on sight 
· Says what they think might happen on the next page of their book 
· Can give an opinion on the story or text 
· Relates their reading to their own experiences 

Writing
· Writes a short dictated phrase or sentence using phonic knowledge 
· Creates their own sentences, using scaffolding such as colourful semantics if needed 
· Spells phase 2 and 3 high frequency words from memory 
· Begins to use writing in their everyday activities, e.g. writing labels for their drawings 


Step 5
Expressive Communication
· Uses a wide vocabulary to communicate effectively and consistently, including using complex sentences 
· Answers questions in class in sentences 
· Speaks in front of others to recite or retell a story or event 
· Takes it in turns to talk independently 
· Can adapt voice using volume and intonation to match the environment and making their meaning clear 
· Uses non-verbal communication effectively e.g. looking at the speaker, nodding, changing facial expressions
· Switches between tenses correctly within their speech 

Receptive Communication
· Follows a group class input for at least 10 minutes 
· Listens to and responds appropriately to a question from an unfamiliar person 
· Can follow instructions involving multiple steps 
· Understands information given verbally and uses this within their learning
· Shows two-channelled attention by listening while doing something for short periods 
Reading
· Reads ability-matched books and self-corrects some errors 
· Recognises and reads words containing alternative pronunciations without overtly sounding out 
· Makes simple predictions and inferences based on what they have read 
· Locates information in a non-fiction text to answer specific questions 
· Recognises some features of a text, e.g. title, heading, illustrations  
Writing
· Orally composes a sentence and represents it in writing 
· Effectively applies phonic knowledge to spell most words accurately 
· Adds simple suffixes and prefixes such as un-, -ing or –ed 
· Consistently uses a capital letter at the start of a sentence and a full stop at the end 
