My Communication – Complex Green Pathway

Step 1
Expressive Communication
· Initiates communication in any form, including eye-contact and gesture.
· Communicates a want of significant things or people with gesture or vocalisations.
· Seeks help through gesture or vocalisations to a familiar adult who is next to them.
· Actively engages with an adult during intensive interaction.
Receptive Communication
· Maintains joint attention with an adult for an increasing length of time.
· Understands single words, signs or sounds in context e.g. ‘toilet’, ‘finished’, ‘ball’.
Emerging Reading
· Understands photos as a representation of a real-life object or place.
· Listens with interest to the noises adults make when they read stories or sing rhymes.
· Handles books and printed material with interest
Emerging Writing
· Engages in sensory mark-making experiences.

Step 2
Expressive Communication
· Communicates single words functionally to express a want or need in a familiar context, using speech or AAC (e.g. PECS or Makaton)
· Gains help by using gesture, speech or AAC to a familiar adult.
· Commentates on things they see around them using gesture, speech or AAC.
Receptive Communication
· Understands sentences containing 1 information carrying word.
e.g. ‘Give/get me the …’ or ‘Where is the …?’
· Joins in with familiar rhymes, songs or books using props, AAC or speech.
· Independently responds to what an adult says.
Emerging Reading
· Understands single symbols in context.
· Has favourite books and rhymes.
· Follows what is being read by focusing on sensory props, sounds, pictures or text.
· Can match identical pictures, photos and symbols.
Emerging Writing
· Holds writing tool with whole hand grasp and makes random marks with different strokes.
· Uses single symbols to label.



Step 3
Expressive Communication
· Communicates a basic want or need by using more than one word, symbol or gesture.
· Communicates with some automaticity in familiar, structured sessions, such as circle time or snack time.
· Uses the ‘help’ sign/symbol through their preferred communication method when stuck.
· Communicates to comment on what they can see or hear using more than one word through speech or AAC.
· Independently replies to an adult, using speech or AAC.
Receptive Communication
· Understands sentences containing 2 information carrying words.
· Understands ‘what?’ and ‘who?’ in simple questions.
· Provides a relevant reply to an adult using speech or AAC.
· Independently responds to a communication from a peer.

Emerging Reading
· Attempts to copy actions or sounds in familiar rhymes, songs, books or sensory stories.
· Matches symbols of nouns to illustrations in a book which they share with an adult.
· Identifies action words or characters by pointing to the right picture.
· Has an understanding of the events in a story or poem, or the content of a non-fiction text.
Emerging Writing
· Traces large horizontal, vertical and circular lines.
· Begins to use 3 fingers (tripod grip) to hold writing tools.
· Sequences more than one symbol to label, record or innovate a familiar text.

















Step 4
Expressive Communication
· Communicates using simple sentences (subject-verb-object)
· Communicates to comment on preferences and feelings, developing sentences through speech or AAC.
· Uses more than one word to seek help e.g. ‘help drink’, ‘help coat’.
· Begins to communicate about people and things which are not present.
· Communicates within the local community.
Receptive Communication
· Understands ‘where?’ in simple questions.
· Engages in simple conversation with familiar adults for 2 exchanges.
· Independently provides a relevant reply to a peer using speech or AAC.
· Identifies an object by function.
Emerging Reading
· Uses colourful semantics or an electronic talker to read sentences in a simple, repetitive book.
· Anticipates key events or repeated phrases in familiar stories and rhymes.
· Recognises their own name in written form.
· Matches letters.
· Sequences the events in a story.
· Matches facts to photos in non-fiction texts.
Emerging Writing
· Copies horizontal, vertical and circular lines.
· Uses symbols or words to create sentences to label, record or innovate a familiar text.
· Can copy-type words using a laptop.
















Step 5
Expressive Communication
· Begins to communicate using longer sentences (e.g. subject-verb-adjective-object)
· Independently communicates a basic want or need outside of a routine or task.
· Uses verbs or prepositions in requests for help e.g. ‘help drink open’ or ‘help coat on’.
· Asks questions to others.
· Can describe what is happening in a picture.
Receptive Communication
· Understands sentences containing 3 information carrying words.
· Follows two-step instructions within activities and routines.
· Maintains simple conversation with adults or peers for at least 3 exchanges.
Emerging Reading
· Says the sounds for some phase 2 graphemes.
· Says or identifies CVC words through oral blending.
· Matches words with symbols to words in books.
· Discusses a shared text with an adult, using speech or AAC, including recalling stories or information.
Emerging Writing
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Types familiar words from memory.
· Copy-types simple sentences using a laptop.
· Copies lines and patterns – including waves and zigzags.
· Can write some letters of personal significance – e.g. their name.
· Uses symbols or words, including adjectives, to label, record or innovate a familiar text.
